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CLASS XII 

VISTAS: THE ENEMY 

By - PEARL S. BUCK 

Suggested Answers: Short Answer Questions:-  

 

1. Dr Sadao-was a renowned Japanese surgeon- trained in America- noted scientist who was perfecting a 

discovery which would render wounds entirely clean. His ‘square stone house’ was situated on rocks- above 

a narrow beach that was outlined with bent pines. 

2. The white man was an American soldier as evident from his clothes. They guess that he was a prisoner of 

war from his cap that said ‘Navy Seals’ 

 

3. The General had an attack and according to Dr. Sadao he could not survive the second attack. So if Dr. 

Sadao was arrested, no other doctor was capable of performing the operation. So for furthering his selfish 

needs he overlooked the matter and promises to send his assassins. But he was so self‐absorbed, he forgot 

about it. 

4. The General thought that Dr. Sadao is indispensable to his life and can save anyone as he is very skilled. 

He also does not trust anyone except Dr. Sadao. So he was not sent with troops. 

 

5. They were not in favour of keeping the American prisoner hidden in the house. They also did not want Dr. 

Sadao to save his life as he was the enemy. Also, if the police come to know of it, all their lives would be in 

danger. So they left the house  

6. Hana helped her husband in operating the American, she administered anaesthesia though she felt 

nauseating and had a sense of vomiting when she saw Dr.Sadao perform the operation. To him everything 

was mechanical, but to a layperson like her the scene affects her deeply. 

7. The American POW-bullet-ridden survived all adverse conditions- miracle –any other man would have 

collapsed with the excessive bleeding and excruciating pain- comment was appropriate- seeing that he 

survived this. 

8. The messenger had called on Dr Sadao- to inform him that the General was in pain again and needed his 

care- however Hana thought that the servants had betrayed them and she was extremely scared. 

9. The General offered to send his own private assassins to Sadao’s house to get rid of the prisoner- would do 

the killing without much noise – also would dispose of the body from his house. 

 

10. Dr Sadao’s conscience pricks him that he has betrayed his guest- and has wished for his death- so during 

the three nights –restless- fearful that he might be killed- subconsciously wishes that he survived. 

******* 


